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INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  ROBERTS. 

Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

Time  rolls  on,  ever  and  anon  producing  changes  in'  the 
affairs  of  men  and  of  nations.  Another  two  years  have 
passed,  and  in  their  evolutions  have  terminated  the  period 
fixed  by  law  as  the  official  term  of  the  chief  Executive  officer 
of  the  State.  And  you  are  here  assembled  to-day  for  the 
purpose  of  reorganizing  the  Executive  Department  of  our 
Government;  and,  having  been  returned  by  the  suffrages  of 
my  fellow-citizens  to  reassume  the  duties  of  that  high  office,  I 
appear  before  you  to  bind  myself  by  the  solemnities  of  a re- 
ligious obligation  to  the  faithful  performance  of  the  respon- 
sible duties  allotted  to  me  in  the  station  to  which  I have  been 
called. 

And  I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  now  presented,  in  the 
presence  of  that  portion  of  my  fellow-citizens  here  assembled, 
to  express  the  profound  impression  made  upon  me  by  this 
renewed  evidence  of  their  favor.  Indeed,  I should  be  desti- 
tute of  the  feelings  common  to  our  humanity  were  I not 
deeply  affected  by  the  strong  proof  which  they  have  given 
me  of  their  confidence  in  this  call  to  the  office  whose  func- 
tions I am  about  to  assume.  Erom  this  expression  of  their 
good  opinion  of  my  conduct  in  the  public  service,  I derive  a 
gratification  which  those  who  are  conscious  of  having  done  all 
that  they  could  to  merit  it  can  alone  feel.  Conscious  ci 
the  magnitude  of  the  public  interests  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I 
am  aware  that  no  thanks  from  me  are  adequate  to  the  honor 
they  have  done  me;  nevertheless,  I am  admonished  that  the 
best  return  I can  make  is  the  zealous  dedication  of  my  hum- 
ble abilities  to.their  service  in  the  promotion  of  our  country’s 
welfare.  And  this,  with  Divine  assistance,  I pledge  myself  to  do; 
for  whatever  else  I may  not  know,  this  one  thing  I do  know,  fel- 
low-citizens, that  I have  never  been  indifferent  to  what  con- 
cerns the  interests  of  our  common  country. 
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Had  I been  permitted  at  your  last  Presidential  campaign  to 
consult  my  own  ease  in  the  retirement  of  private  life,  I should 
now  be  bidding  you  an  affectionate  farewell,  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  done  my  duty  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability, 
instead  of  being  present  with  you  to-day  to  engage  anew  in  the 
turmoils  and  perplexities  of  a public  functionary  for  another 
term  of  two  years;  but  you,  fellow-citizens,  having  so  ordered 
it,  and  for  myself,  having  devoted  the  best  part  of  my  life  to 
the  service  of  my  country,  and  constantly  witnessed  the 
patience,  fidelity,  and  perseverence  of  my  fellow-citizens  on 
the  most  trying  occasions,  it  was  not  for  me  to  hesitate  or 
abandon  a cause  in  which  my  heart  had  been  for  so  many 
years  engaged;  and  having  accepted  the  post  assigned  to  me, 
I beg  to  assure  you,  fellow-citizens,  that,  if  a kind  Providence 
shall  preserve  my  life,  and  bless  me  with  vigor  of  body  and 
miiyi,  do  difficulty  shall  deter  me  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
duty,  or  induce  me  to  surrender  any  of  the  important  trusts 
which  you  have  confided  to  me. 

Fellow-citizens,  in  your  purpose  to  secure  the  heaven-or- 
dained advantages  of  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty,  and 
to  impart  to  others  the  same  inestimable  blessings,  you  erected 
on  -this  barbarous  Coast  a G-overnment  of  your  own  choice, 
completely  free  in  its  principles,  and  in  all  important . respects 
fully  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  all 
within  the  shadow  of  its  influence.  But  when  we  contem- 
plate the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  and  the  transcendent  objects  to  which  the  attention 
of  our  Government  is  directed,  we  have  no  grounds  to  indulge 
ourselves  in  the  hope  of  ease,  or  in  the  belief  that  we  shall 
fully  accomplish  the  work  devolving  upon  us  without  encoun- 
tering difficulties  which  will  severely  test  our  ardour  and  de- 
votion to  the  great  national  cause  we  have  espoused. 

For  myself,  I feel  deeply  sensible  of  the  high  responsibility 
resting  upon  me,  in  the  part  I am  called  on  to  perform  in 
maintaining  the  purity  of  our  free  institutions,  and  improving 
the  political  inheritance  committed  to  our  hands.  And  in 
the  efforts  I am  required  to  exert  in  the  station  where  you 
have  placed  me,  I might  well  mistrust  my  own  ability  in 
pressing  to  a fulfillment  all  the  obligations  which  the  office 
imposes.  Indeed,  I should  feel  a great  want  of  courage  did 
not  the  presence  of  many  whom  I see  here  remind  me  that, 
in  the  other  high  departments  of  the  Government,  I shall 
find  resources  of  wisdom,  of  virtue,  and  of  zeal  on  which 
to  rely  under  all  difficulties  which  may  beset  us.  And, 
while  the  Judiciary  will  do  its  part  in  administering  justice, 
in  maintaining  order,  and  in  suppressing  vice,  to  you,  gentle- 
m*»  of  the  Legislature  ©specially,  must  I look  with  encour- 
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agement  for  that  guidance  and  support  which  will  enable 
us  to  steer  with  safety  the  little  ship  of  State,  in  which  we 
are  all  embarked,  amid  the  conflicting  elements  to  which  we 
are  exposed. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  incoming  administrations  to  ex- 
plain, on  occasions  of  this  kind,  the  governmental  principles 
they  propose  to  pursue  during  the  period  of  their  respective 
tenure  of  office  ; but  you,  fellow-citizens,  are  already  familiar 
with  the  administrative  policy  I have  hitherto  pursued  in  direct- 
ing your  affairs;  and  not  having  discovered  in  it  any  material 
defect,  except,  perhaps,  that  a little  more  energy  and  firmness 
in  some  directions  might  be  applied  to  advantage,  I have  now  ' 
no  new  policy  to  announce. 

I am  not  insensible  to  the  fact  that  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  our  country  at  the  present  juncture  inexpressibly 
enhance  the  obligations  and  responsibilities  of  the  several 
branches  of  our  Government;  and,  while  each  will  devote 
itself  with  renewed  zeal  and  energy  to  the  common  good,  the 
Executive  Department  is  charged  with  duties  of  a general 
character  particularly  interesting  to  the  public  welfare.  Upon 
that  department  devolves  many  of  the  most  essential  interests 
of  the  Eepublic.  It  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  its  lajvs; 
with  the  superintending  of  its  foreign  and  domestic  relations; 
with  the  management  of  its  revenues,  under  the  direction  of. 
the  Legislature ; with  the  command  of  its  forces;  and  with  a 
watchful  care  over  its  concerns  in  general.  I,  therefore,  fellow- 
citizens,  assure  you  that  I approach  the  task  with  a deep 
solicitude,  immensely  intensified  by  a just  estimate  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  trust,  and  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
duties  imposed.  But  the  source  to  which  I look  for  aid, 
which  alone  can  supply  my  deficiencies,  is  in  the  well-tried 
intelligence  and  virtue  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  in  the  coun- 
sels of  those  representing  them  in  the  other  departments  of 
the  Government.  In  these  my  confidence  under  every  diffi- 
culty will  be  placed,  next  to  that  which  we  have  all  been 
encouraged  to  feel  in  the  guardianship  and  guidance  of  that 
Almighty  Being  whose  power  regulates  the  destiny  of  nations. 

The  principles  of  action  by  which  I shall  endeavor  to  dis- 
charge this  circle  of  duties  will  be  such  as  have  heretofore 
governed  me  in  my  official  conduct  in  the  management  of 
your  public  affairs. 

In  enforcing  the  laws,  no  personal  or  sectional  consideration 
shall  be  allowed  to  hinder  or  obstruct  their  due  execution; 
keeping  always  in  view  the  limitation  as  well  as  the  extent  of 
executive  power. 

While  no  effort  shall  be  wanting  to  maintain  friendly  rela- 
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tions  with  all  foreign  powers,  no  surrender  will  be  made  of  the 
honor  or  dignity  of  our  own  country. 

The  management  of  the  national  finances  is  perhaps  the 
most  delicate  and  difficult  operation  of  all  governments ; and 
ours  forms  no  exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  will,  of 
course,  form  no  inconsiderable  share  of  the  solicitude  of  the 
administration.  It  is  a lamentable  fact  that  the  impression 
is  too  common  in  the  world  that  the  public  crib  is  open  to  all 
comers,  and  to  defraud  the  Government  is  no  infringement  of 
the  principles  of  moral  rectitude.  This,  however,  is  an  egre- 
gious error.  The  public  coffer  is  the  depository  of  the  quota 
contributed  by  each  person  of  the  State  to  secure  the  efficiency 
of  the  Government  in  protecting  all  in  the  enjoyment  of  life 
and  liberty,  and  in  the  peaceful  possession  of  property;  and 
no  citizen  has  a right  to  withdraw  one  dollar  therefrom  which 
he  has  not  actually  earned  by  some  legitimate  service  rendered 
the  Government  to  these  ends.  To  do  this  will  be  pilfering 
from  the  pockets  of  citizens  generally  so  much  of  the  quota 
each  has  contributed  of  his  means  towards  the  support  of 
Government,  and  wThich  each  will  be  required  to  replace  by 
additional  taxation  to  avoid  deficiency  in  the  public  exchequer. 
And  this  idea  of  additional  taxation  leads  to  another  reflection 
no  less  interesting  to  the  general  public  : I mean  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  moneys  for  purposes  of  no  real  utility  to  the 
general  interests,  or  that  could  be  readily  dispensed  with  with- 
O ;t  prejudice  to  the  public  service.  I hold  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  every  public  functionary  in  disbursing  public  moneys  to  do 
so  with  as  much  care  and  economy  as  he  would  in  disbursing 
his  own ; every  dollar  thus  saved  to  the  Treasury  lightens 
just  so  much  the  burdens  of  the  people  in  providing  an  ade- 
quate revenue  for  the  purposes  of  Government.  It  will  be  the 
care,  fellow-citizens,  of  the  executive  department  of  your  Gov- 
ernment to  observe  the  strictest  economy  in  the  public  ex- 
penditures, especially  in  consideration  of  the  present  pecuniary 
situation  of  our  country.  We  have  a large  public  debt  to  dis- 
charge, and  its  extinguishment  should  be  facilitated  by  every 
possible  expedient — even  the  substitution  of  economy  for  tax- 
ation. 

The  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  of  commerce  is  em- 
phatically a national  concern,  and  will  receive  such  attention 
as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  administration  to  bestow.  Upon 
our  statute  books  are  enactments  from  time  to  time  adopted 
for  the  encouragement  of  farmers,  but  most  of  them  are  so  en- 
cumbered by  restrictive  stipulations  as  to  be  almost  entirely 
inoperative  in  accomplishing  the  ends  contemplated.  It  is 
certainly  desirable,  if  practicable,  that  one  of  the  present  needs 
of  small  farmers  should  be  secured:  that  is,  a ready  and  suita- 
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bly  remunerative  sale  for  the  small  quantities  of  the  various 
products  of  their  little  farms.  Several  articles  are  now  pro- 
duced which  would  command  good  prices  in  foreign  markets, 
but  they  are  not  grown  in  sufficient  quantities  to  make  them 
an  object  of  attention  to  local  merchants.  But  a little  encour- 
agement in  this  direction  would  rapidly  increase  the  production 
of  these  articles  to  such  quantities  as  would  make  them  import- 
ant commercial  commodities  to  be  sought  after  at  such  prices  as 
would  well  compensate  the  producer. 

The  commerce  of  the  country  is  steadily  expanding,  and 
deserves  to  be  fostered  by  Government  not  only  as  a means 
of  individual  wealth,  but  also  as  an  important  resource  of 
the  national  revenue.  The  trade  of  our  Coast,  as  well  as  that 
of  our  interior,  deserves  to  be  fostered  by  Government,  and 
is  capable  of  being  immensely  increased  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  commercial  enterprise  and  industry.  While  the 
construction  of  roads,  and  the  prevention  of  tribal  squabbles 
and  petty  wars  among  the  chiefs  of  the  interior  districts, 
would  greatly  facilitate  trade  in  that  direction,  our  Coast  trade 
requires  to  be  remodeled  with  a view  to  the  protection  of  the 
revenue,  the  security  of  the  property  of  traders,  and  the  cor- 
rection of  abuses  tending  to  the  corruption  of  the  morals  of 
the  people. 

I have  no  other  apology  to  offer,  fellow-citizens,  for  advert- 
ing to  a subject  so  frequently  pressed  upon  your  attention 
than  the  deep  interest  I feel  in  the  elevation  and  Christian  en- 
lightenment of  the  aboriginal  population  within  our  limits. 
Every  consideration  of  national  policy,  of  bleeding  humanity, 
and  of  our  holy  religion  forces  upon  us  the  conviction  of  duty 
this  Government  owes  to  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  so 
eminently  important — nay,  essentially  necessary  to  the  stabil- 
ity and  perpetuity  of  our  republican  institutions.  These  peo- 
ple are  absolutely  to  be  drawn  within  the  social  and  political 
arena  of  our  country.  In  a word,  they  are  to  be  properly  ed- 
ucated and  trained  for  usefulness,  as  efficient  coworkers  in  the 
construction  of  the  political  fabric  now  being  erected  on  these 
shores.  This  subject  has  been  one  of  intense  solicitude  to 
every  right-minded  citizen  of  Liberia  since  the  time  that  Lott 
Cary  commenced  his  missionary  efforts  among  the  hills  of 
Grand  Cape  Mount,  and  Elijah  Johnson  on  the  plains  of  the  Go- 
lah  country,  and  George  Seymour  in  the  forests  of  the  Pessa 
region.  And  yet,  to  all  human  appearance,  comparatively 
little  has  been  accomplished.  Why  and  for  what  reason?  is  a 
question  not  easily  answered  ; eternity  may  disclose  it.  Still 
we  may  ask  ourselves,  has  Liberia  done  her  whole  duty?  Who 
will  answer? 

My  eyes  fell  a few  days  ago  on  an  article  in  a periodical 
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published  by  an  influential  Christian  Society  in  the  United 
States,  where,  in  speaking  of  its  foreign  missions,  it  says  : 
“ Shall  we  concentrate  on  India,  and  throw  a thousand  men 
and  women  among  the  millions  we  have  undertaken  to  care 
for  ? As  we  consider  that  question  w‘e  open  the  budget  from 
Africa,  least  promising,  it  is  said,  of  foreign  fields,  yet  not  un- 
blessed by  God.  Africa  demands  new  life.  The  hour  is  come 
to  enter  the  vast  interior ; to  press  into  the  fields  opened  to 
our  sight  by  Livingstone  and  Barth  and  Baker.  We  are  re- 
minded how  much  we  owe  this  land.  Surely  we  concede  it 
all.”  The  “least  promising  of  foreign  fields”  is  of  course  in- 
tended to  denote  Liberia  and  the  region  round  about.  But 
ah ! what  a want  of  faith  and  of  Christian  patience  and  per- 
severance. Full  eighteen  hundred  years  have  passed,  and 
yet  millions  upon  millions  of  the  heathen  world  are  still  grop- 
ing their  way  through  the  dark  labyrinths  of  superstition  and 
idolatry.  But  the  light  of  Christianity  is  steadily  penetrating 
these  dark  places  of  the  earth;  and  in  His  own  good  time  God 
will  assuredly  break  down  their  idols  and  turn  the  hearts  of 
the  people  to  Himself.  I,  too,  have  felt  great  despondency 
at  the  apparently  slow  progress  of  Christian  civilization  in 
this  land;  but  when  I remember  that  God  has  spoken  good 
concerning  Ethiopia,  and  that  His  Word  is  as  sure  and  as 
firm  as  the  pillars  of  heaven,  I take  courage,  and  determine  to 
labor  on.  And  why  not?  Many  are  the  Christian  Liberians 
who  have  devoted  themselves  to  this  work ; and  when  we 
count  the  number  making  up  the  long  list  of  missionary 
worthies  from  abroad  who  have  co-operated  with  Melville  B. 
Cox,  with  Ivory  Clark,  and  C.  C.  Hoffman  in  sowing  the  seeds 
of  Christian  regeneration  among  this  benighted  people,  and 
who  have  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  Africa’s  redemp- 
tion, it  cannot  be  that  their  labor  has  been  in  vain,  or  that 
their  devotion  has  remained  unsanctified.  Hay,  nay,  fellow- 
citizens,  we  have  cheering  proofs  that  scores  of  Christian  con- 
verts. raised  from  the  depths  of  heathenish  darkness,  have  es- 
caped triumphantly  to  the  region  of  eternal  bliss. 

We  have  no  other  concern,  except  to  pray  that  God  will 
abundantly  bless  it,  as  to  the  concentration  of  effort  in  other 
missionary  fields.  It  is,  however,  an  encouraging  reflection 
that  Africa  is  not  forgotten,  and  that  her  claims  to  Christian 
sympathy  and  benevolence  are  recognized.  And  though  God’s 
special  favor  towards  Liberia,  in  pouring  out  the  spirit  of  His 
grace  upon  the  heathen  tribes  of  this  land  seems  long  delayed, 
perhaps  to  test  our  faith,  or  perhaps  in  consequence  of  our 
sins,  especially  in  not  devoting  ourselves  more  earnestly  to  the 
work  He  designs  to  accomplish  for  Africa  by  establishing  us 
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here,  we  may  hope,  I think,  that  the  dawn  of  better  day»  is 
now  near  at  hand. 

A few  days  ago  I received  an  interesting  letter  from  a con- 
verted chieftain  in  Grand  Bassa,  Prince  New  Joe  West,  in 
which,  after  speaking  of  some  troubles  he  was  having  which 
threatened  to  involve  a war,  he  remarks:  “I  can  say  with  a 
clear  heart  that  God  in  my  behalf  has  changed  my  handH — 
that  is,  from  engaging  in  war — “and  all  my  desire  now  is  to 
serve  God,  and  to  teach  my  people  to  do  so  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge.  I am  perfectly  satisfied,  and  well  do  I know  that 
God  has  changed  my  heart ; and  I am  now,  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  preaching  Christ  to  my  people.  I call  upon  Liberia 
to  help  me.  We  want  the  Bible  to  come  into  our  country  ; 
I want  a school  opened.  It  is  the  desire  of  all  my  people,  as 
well  as  myself,  for  the  Gospel  to  be  extended  towards  us,  and 
schools  to  be  opened  among  us  to  civilize  and  Christianize  our 
children.  Do  send  us  aid.  Our  doors  stand  open  ; .our  hearts 
are  free  and  ready  to  receive  instruction.  Remember  me 
and  my  people  when  you  pray.”  A young  Americo-Liberian 
writes  : “ I was  present  at  New  Joe  West’s  town  on  Sabbath 
the  14th  and  21st  December,  and  I had  the  pleasure  of  going  w> 
his  church  to  hear  him  preach  an  interesting  discourse  in  his 
own  language,  which  I well  understood  ; and  he  and  his  peo- 
ple have  also  selected  hymns  which  they  sing  in  their  own 
language,  and  the  whole  was  properly  conducted ; and  from 
his  actions  I am  constrained  to  believe  that  he  is  a changed 
man,  and  is  trying  to  live  a Christian  life.”  New  Joe  West 
deserves  to  be  encouraged,  and  I trust  the  Legislature  will 
favorably  consider  his  case. 

Another  remarkable  case  of ‘religious  concern,  which  oc- 
curred a couple  or  three  weeks  ago,  has  just  been  reported  to 
me.  A native  youth  from  the  “ bush,”  and  apparently  in  great 
distress,  presented  himself  at  the  farm  of  an  Americo-Liberian 
on  the  Mesurado  river,  and,  approaching  a Christian  woman, 
said:  “ Mamma,  I come  to  ask  you  to  pray  for  me;  I want  to 
find  Jesus.”  With  such  evidences,  I think,  we  may  take 
courage  in  the  prospect  which  seems  to  be  opening  for  a more 
rapid  development  of  the  civilizing  and  Christianizing  influ- 
ences so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  our  country.  A very 
great  man  has  truly  said:  “Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits 
which  lead  to  political  prosperity,  religion  and  morality  are 
indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would  that  man  claim  the 
tribute  of  patriotism  who  would  labor  to  subvert  the  great 
pillars  of  human  happiness — these  firmest  props  of  the  duties 
of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere  politician,  equally  with  the 
pious  man,  ought  to  respect  and  cherish  them.  Let  it  simply 
be  asked  where  the  security  for  property,  for  reputation,  for 
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life  even,  if  the  sense  of  religious  obligation  desert  the  oaths 
which  binds  the  consciences  of  men.”  And  he  adds:  “It  is 
substantially  true  that  virtue  or  morality  is  a necessary  spring 
of  popular  government.  Promote  them,  as  an  object  of  pri- 
mary importance  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  structure  of  a Government  gives  force  to  public 
opinion,  it  is  essential  that  public  opinion  should  be  enlight- 
ened.” Now,  if  this  be  true,  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
then  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  institu- 
tions, civil  and  religious,  that  the  Government  provide,  as  far 
as  practicable,  for  the  education  of  the  masses  of  the  people 
throughout  Liberia.  Educate  the  people  to  an  appreciative 
knowledge  of  what  their  civil  and  political  rights  are,  and 
they  will  know  how  to  maintain  them,  and  they  will  not  be 
left  to  the  mercy  of  designing  political  demagogues  whose 
object  is  to  secure  their  own  unworthy  ambition  and  self- 
aggrandisement, with  little  or  no  care  for  the  general  good. 

The  faithful  fulfillment  of  all  national  engagement's,  and 
thus  to  maintain  the  public  credit,  is  of  the  highest  import- 
ance as  a source  of  strength  to  the  Government.  We  should 
avoid,  by  all  means,  any  depreciation  of  the  national  cur- 
rency— the  bane  of  any  country  where  it  is  suffered  to  obtain. 
It  subjects  the  Government  to  the  grossest  impositions,  and 
unfavorably  effects  all  branches  of  industry.  To  promote  the 
public  credit,  and  to  prevent  the  evils  consequent  upon  the 
profuse  expenditure  of  public  money,  depend  almost  entirely 
upon  the  regulations  provided  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  their  specific  appropriations,  and  for  the  prompt  ac- 
countability of  public  officers.  So  far  as  this  comes  within  the 
scope  of  executive  duty  to  enforce,  there  shall  be  no  want  of 
diligence. 

While  there  are  other  interests  of  high  importance  to  the 
public  weal  not  forgotten,  I have  briefly  delineated  the  prin- 
cipal objects  which  will  claim  the  attention  of  the  administra- 
tion ; and,  with  a proper  regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,  and  the  advancement  of  general  prosperity,  I shall 
endeavor  to  select  men  to  the  ministration  of  our  affairs 
whose  diligence  and  talents  will  ensure  in  their  respective 
positions  able  and  faithful  co-operation  in  the  public  service. 
I am  not  aware  that  I am  under  obligation  to  any  citizen  to 
provide  for  him  place  or  preferment ; nor  am  I the  instrument 
of  any  party  or  clique  seeking  place  or  power  from  selfish  or 
any  other  unworthy  motives.  I come  to  the  administration 
under  no  other  pledge  than,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution,  and  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  Republic;  and  this  duty,  under  the  guidance  and  with 
the  assistance  of  an  all- wise  Providence,  I intend  to  perform 
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without  fear  or  favor,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  just  inter- 
ests of  any.  The  Government  will  be  administered  for  the 
people,  the  whole  people,  without  bias  or  personal  partiality — 
each  citizen  standing  upon  his  own  merits.  That  I should 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  all  aspirants,  or  escape  the 
criticism,  perhaps  abuse,  of  all  self-constituted  political  cen- 
sors, is  a thing  not  to  be  expected.  Nevertheless,  from  a 
just  responsibility,  I shall  never  shrink;  relying  most  im- 
plicitly upon  the  candor,  the  patriotism,  and  the  intelligence 
of  that  portion  of  my  fellow-citizens  who  have  never  yet  de- 
serted me  in  my  efforts,  however  humble,  to  maintain  their 
cause.  Our  cause  is  the  same,  and  our  civil  and  political  in- 
terests are  identical ; we  should  therefore  allow  no  mere  per- 
sonal or  sectional  consideration  to  impair  them.  God  has  given 
us  a fine  country,  unsurpassed,  I believe,  by  any  other  in  natu- 
ral resources.  We  have  among  us  and  around  us  material 
which  only  requires  to  be  dressed  and  polished  to  found  a 
large  and  interesting  population.  But  nothing  can  be  accom- 
plished without  labor.  God  has  so  decreed  it ; then  we  should 
prosecute  the  work  of  our  national  superstructure  with 
increased  ardor  and  Christian  devotion.  If  so,  God  will 
abundantly  bless  our  labors,  and  make  of  Liberia  a great 
people. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives,.  we  are  co-workers,  gentlemen,  in  a great  under- 
taking ; nothing  less  than  the  founding  of  a Christian  State  on 
the  borders  of  this  vast  heathen  continent,  with  a special 
view  to  the  elevation  of  a long-oppressed  and  down-trodden 
race.  We  would  establish  here  a negro  nationality,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  shall  continue  to  gather  strength  and  respectability ; 
and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  fully  demonstrate  the  capacity  of 
the  negro  for  self-government  in  maintaining  free  civil  institu- 
tions. This  is  our  cherished  aim;  and  while  the  eyes  of  the 
civilized  world  are  upou  us,  it  should  be  our  determined  pur- 
pose to  fulfill  the  wishes  of  our  hopeful  frieuds,  and  disappoint 
the  evil  predictions  of  our  implacable  enemies.  I now  advance 
with  obedience  to  that  part  of  the  work  enjoined  upon  me,  as 
chief  of  the  executive  department  of  our  Government,  rely- 
ing, gentlemen,  upon  your  firm  co-operation  in  whatever 
efforts  shall  be  made  tending  to  the  advancement  of  our  com- 
mon country,  and  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  objects  for 
which  we  are  here. 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  generally,  I repair  to  the  post  you 
have  assigned  me,  with  experience  enough,  I hope,  to  enable 
me  to  overcome  the  many  difficulties  which  are  sure  to  beset  us 
in  our  national  course.  And  though  I cannot  flatter  myself 
that  I shall  escape  all  errors,  this  much  I will  assure  you, 
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they  shall  never  be  intentional.  I therefore  ask  your  kind  in- 
dulgence, and  so  much  of  your  confidence  as  shall  give  firmness' 
and  effect  to  the  proper  administration  of  your  affairs.  The 
approbation  implied  by  your  suffrage  in  again  returning  me 
to  office  is  a consolation  to  me  for  the  past,  and  greatly  in- 
creases my  solicitude  to  retain  the  good  opinion  you  have  thus 
bestowed,  by  doing  all  in  my  power  for  your  welfare  during 
the  period  I am  now  required  to  serve  you.  Intentions  up- 
right and  pure ; a heart  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  our  coun- 
try ; and  the  unceasing  application  of  my  best  energies  to  her 
service,  are  all  the  pledges  I can  give  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  arduous  duties  I am  now  to  undertake.  And  may 
that  infinite  Power,  which  rules  the  destinies  of  nations,  lead 
our  councils  to  what  is  best,  and  give  them  a favorable  issue 
for  our  national  peace  and  prosperity.  J.  J.  Roberts. 

Executive  Mansion,  January  5,  1874. 


THIRTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  COLO- 
NIZATION SOCIETY. 


PRESENTED  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  MAY  27,  1874. 


The  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society  held  its  Thirty- 
third  Annual  Meeting  in  Boston  on  Wednesday,  May  27, 1874. 
The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  prepared  by 
Ex-Governor  Emory  Washburn,  was  read  by  him  and  ac- 
cepted. The  Treasurer’s  Report  was  also  read  and  accepted. 
The  officers  for  the  year  ensuing  were  unanimously  elected : 
Hon.  G.  Washington  Warren  succeeding  Ex-Governor  Wash- 
burn, who  declined  a re-election  as  President. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

In  presenting  to  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society  the 
Thirty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  transactions  and  events  in- 
which  the  Society  have  been  directly  interested,  that  which 
touches  them  most  nearly  is  the  death  of  their  excellent  and 
esteemed  Secretary,  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  D.  D.,  whose  long 
services  had  shown  the  incalculable  value  of  his  labors  in  the 
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cause  of  Colonization  and  Christian  civilization,  and  whose 
personal  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  had  won  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  Appropriate  and  appreciative 
notices  of  hi£  distinguished  services  as  an  officer  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  his  worth  as  a man,  have  been  made  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  National  Society,  and  been  published 
in  the  organ  of  that  Society,  which  render  it  unnecessary  on 
this  occasion  to  do  more  than  to  bear  testimony  to  the  grate- 
ful respect  which  the  members  of  this  Society  bear  to  his 
memory,  while  they  record  how  much  the  cause  in  which  they 
are  engaged  is  indebted  for  its  success  to  the  wisdom  and  de- 
votion of  his  earnest  labors. 

This  Society  also  has  to  lament  the  loss  of  two  other  of  its 
members,  whose  character  and  influence  lent  an  efficiency  and 
importance  to  their  support  of  the  scheme  of  Colonization. 
The  Hon.  Keuben  A.  Chapman,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts,  had  been  too  long  and  too 
generally  known  in  this  community  to  need  any  other  sketch 
or  notice  of  his  claims  upon  the  grateful  respect  of  the  public 
than  his  name,  and  the  private  worth  and  public  services  as- 
sociated with  it.  If  the  Society  have  lost  the  benefit  of  his 
countenance  and  counsel,  they  have  the  memory  of  what  he 
has  been  and  what  he  has  done  for  the  cause  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  to  encourage  them  to  persevere  in  the  work. 
Benjamin  T.  Beed,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  though  less  known  in 
public  life,  had  made  himself  conspicuous  by  his  noble  bene- 
factions and  liberal  charities  to  religious,  educational,  and 
benevolent  purposes,  from  the  fruits  of  a life  6f  active  and 
intelligent  enterprise  in  business;  and  his  loss  has  been  a 
source  of  public  sorrow  and  regret.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  Donations  for  Education  in  Liberia,  who  have,  in 
common  with  this  Society,  occasion  to  cherish  a grateful  mem- 
ory of  his  interest  in  their  united  efforts  to  rescue  Africa  from 
barbarism. 

By  an  arrangement  entered  into  between  the  American  and 
Massachusetts  Colonization  Societies  in  February,  1870,  the 
service  of  collecting  moneys  for  aiding  the  cause  of  Coloniza- 
tion within  the  limits  of  Massachusetts  was  assumed  by  the 
National  Society,  without  affecting  thereby  the  relation  in 
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which,  as  a State  Seciety,  the  Massachusetts  should  stand  to 
the  American  Society.  Under  this  arrangement  th$  American 
Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $2,099.11  from  Massachu- 
setts during  the  year  ending  April  30,  1874.  When,  there- 
fore, the  death  of  the  late  Secretary  terminated  his  useful  and 
invaluable  services,  it  became  a matter  of  deliberation  and 
inquiry  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  friends  of  Colonization  in 
this  vicinity  how  far  it  was  expedient  and  desirable  to  con- 
tinue the  organization  of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  and  a 
free  consultation  was  had  at  an  informal  meeting  as  to  the 
course  to  be  pursued  in  view  of  the  change  in  its  condi- 
tion. It  was  concluded  by  general  assent  that  it  would  be 
best  to  continue  the  organization,  in  order  to  bring  its  mem- 
bers more  immediately  in  communication  with  the  National 
Societjq  to  keep  alive  a more  direct  local  interest  in  its  suc- 
cess than  might  be  otherwise  felt,  and  to  have  a known  and 
responsible  body  of  the  friends  of  the  enterprise  duly  organ- 
ized and  authorized  to  receive  and  disburse  any  gifts  by  lega- 
cies or  otherwise  which  liberal  and  public-spirited  individuals 
might  be  willing  to  contribute.  It  was,  furthermore,  thought 
best  to  avoid  all  local  expenses  of  rents  and  salaries;  and 
they  wTere  fortunate  enough  to  find  in  Mr.  J.  C.  Braman  a 
gentleman  who  was  willing  to  act  as  Secretary  of  the  Society 
without  compensation,  and  he  was  accordingly  chosen  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Tracy.  It 
will  be  for  the  Society  to  determine  whether  this  course,  which 
has  the  approbation  of  the  Managers,  shall  be  adopted  as  the 
action  of  the.  Society. 

But  while  the  Managers  recommend  this  change  of  the 
details  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Society, 
they  would  not  be  understood  as  implying  thereby  any  abate- 
ment of  their  intereft  in  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  organ- 
ized, or  any  supposition  or  belief  that  the  importance  of  these 
has  become  or  is  becoming  any  less  than  it  ever  has  been. 
So  far  from  that,  they  were  never  more  strongly  impressed 
than  they  now  are  that  the  cause  of  Colonization  is  the  cause 
of  Christian  civilization,  and  can  never  cease  to  be  an  object 
of  living  interest  and  importance  till  Africa  shall  not  only  be 
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redeemed  from  slavery,  but  made  free  in  the  light  and  liberty 
of  Christian  revelation. 

It  took  its  rise  from  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  fifty -two  years  has  succeeded  in  planting  upon 
the  soil  of  Africa  a Republicof  freemen,  governing  themselves 
and  recognized  by  most  of  the  leading  nations  of  the  globe, 
through  which  a way  is  opened  for  civilization  to  enter  that 
continent. 

It  has  shown  that  it  is  by  such  means,  and  such  means 
alone,  humanly  speaking,  that  there  is  any  reasonable  hope 
of  planting  civil  institutions,  and  through  them  of  spreading 
the  influences  which  grow  out  of  these  through  the  interior 
of  that  continent,  which  has  for  ages  been  shut  to  their  ap- 
proach. 

Nor  has  the  occasion  for  such  an  agency  as  is  offered  in  the 
scheme  of  Colonization  ceased  by  the  extinction  of  slavery, 
even  if  we  confine  our  views  to  our  own  country.  We  have 
four  milliobs  of  freemen  instead  of,  as  formerly,  the  same 
number  of  slaves.  But  merely  proclaiming  them  free  does  not 
supply  them  with  the  education  or  wealth  or  the  habits  of 
thrift  which  are  requisite  to  elevate  them  to  the  rank  of  social 
equality  and  capacity  for  self-government  with  intelligent 
American  citizens.  To  not  a few  the  blighting  influence  of 
prejudice  and  caste  will  ever  stand  in  their  way;  and  the 
only  hope  they  have  of  ever  breaking  away  from  the  restraints 
under  which  they  are  kept  down,  and  rising  to  the  dignity  to 
which  their  ambition  prompts  them,  is  within  some  free  Re- 
public of  their  own  race  and  color,  like  Liberia,  where  their 
powers  and  faculties  may  find  consistent  exercise,  and  their 
efforts  meet  with  the  reward  they  deserve.  The  number  who 
feel  the  need  of  some  such  field  for  their  social  and  moral  de- 
velopment is  not  small,  and  will  grow  larger  as  the  difficulties 
growing  out  of  their  abnormal  condition  are  better  understood. 
So  that  the  time  is  far  distant  when  there  will  not  be  ample 
work  for  the  Colonization  Society  to  do,  in  the  way  of  supply- 
ing worthy  and  excellent  American  citizens  with  the  coveted 
means  of  achieving  a higher  manhood  and  a broader  inde- 
pendence than  they  can  ever  hope  to  attain  here.  And  when 
we  remember  that  it  is  just  such  men  as  these  that  Liberia, 
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and,  through  her,  Africa  needs  and  must  have  to  work  out 
the  great  problem  of  civilization,  which  is  now  being  tried 
through  what  the  American  Colonization  Society  began,  it  is 
difficult  to  exaggerate  the  importance — may  we  not  say  the 
necessity — of  continuing  the  agencies  and  activities  which  it 
has  in  operation. 

The  Republic  of  Liberia  is  small,  and  needs  larger  num- 
bers. It  is  poor,  and  needs-  to  have  its  industry  and  re- 
sources developed.  And  surrounded  as  it  is  by  barbarous 
heathen  tribes,  it  has  to  look,  for  the  present,  for  aid  and 
assistance  abroad  among  Christian  nations.  But  there  is  dan- 
ger and  difficulty  even  here,  unless  these  can  be  wisely  and 
discreetly  guided  by  some  competent  agency  upon  the  spot. 
Saying  nothing  of  the  variety  of  religious  denominations  who 
have  founded  missions  within  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  at 
which  every  one  ought  to  rejoice  as  a means  of  disseminating 
Christian  teaching,  there  is  danger  of  the  cause  of  common- 
school  education  suffering,  unintentionally,  from  this  very  cir- 
cumstance. Free,  universal  education  lies  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  Republic.  Surrounded  by  savage  tribes,  if  her  chil- 
dren are  not  taught  in  her  schools,  and  are  suffered  to  grow 
up  in  ignorance,  there  is  hardly  anything  of  which  we  can 
conceive  which  will  stand  between  them  and  the  barbarism 
by  which  they  are  environed.  Even  in  our  own  country,  not 
a few  have  looked  upon  the  condition  of  the  common-schools 
in  some  of  the  States  where  the  colored  race  outnumber  the 
white  with  no  little  apprehension.  How  much  stronger  ought 
this  apprehension  to  be  in  a community  where  schools  derive 
no  aid  or  encouragement  from  traditional  respect  or  the  cus- 
toms of  the  country.  To  maintain  anything  like  an  educa- 
tional system  in  the  State,  it  must  have  the  sanction  and  sup- 
port of  the  State  in  its  laws  and  their  administration.  Now, 
from  the  reports  of  these  various  missions  in  Liberia,  we  are 
led  to  believe  that  the  chief  of  part  of  the  school  education 
furnished  to  the  children  and  youth  of  Liberia  is  supplied 
through  the  instruction  given  by  persons  in  the  employment 
of  these  missions.  And  the  consequence,  we  are  informed,  is 
what  might  naturally  be  expected  : so  long  as  people  from 
abroad  will  contribute  the  means  of  keeping  up  schools,  the 
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people  of  Liberia  will  not  tax  themselves  to  maintain  them. 
A change  in  this  respect,  such  as  might  be  hoped  for  if  Li- 
beria were  more  populous  and  better  developed,  is  one  of  the 
things  to  which  the  fri  ends  of  Colonization  may  look  forward 
with  hope  and  confidence. 

Among  the  aids  and  instrumentalities  to  which  the  friends 
of  Colonization  have  looked  for  fitting  and  educating  the  peo- 
ple of  Liberia  to  be  a self-governing,  self-sustaining  nation  of 
freemen  has  been  the  College  founded  at  Monrovia  and  chiefly 
sustained  by  benefactions  from  the  United  States.  The  im- 
portance of  such  an  institution  can  hardly  be  over  estimated. 
Like  the  common-school,  it  forms  a germinal  principle  of  a free 
State,  upon  which  its  social  and  intellectual  growth  must,  in 
no  small  degree,  depend.  It  needs  the  free-school  to  feed  it, 
and  the  State  to  patronize  and  befriend  it.  It  must,  from  its 
very  position,  be  the  appropriate  institution  in  which  young 
men  who  are  to  make  their  influence  felt  in  that  and  the  sur- 
rounding community  should  be  taught.  And,  though  it  makes 
no  pretention  to  be  a denominational  college,  it  is,  to  say  the 
least,  a question  how  far,  on  the  whole,  it  is  expedient  for  any 
denomination  seeking  to  christianize  Africa  to  bring  her  sons 
to  this  country  to  be  educated  in  an  American  college  rather 
than  strengthen  and  encourage  that  of  Liberia  by  the  patron- 
age of  their  presence  and  example. 

We  need  only  add  that  these  and  other  means  of  building 
up  and  extending  the  Republic,  so  lately  the  Colony,  of  Li- 
beria are  in  harmony  with  and  a part  of  the  Colonization 
enterprise  in  which  this  Society  is  engaged.  And  so  far  from 
the  occasion  for  it  having  ceased  or  passed  by,  it  never  made  a 
stronger  appeal  to  patriots,  Christians,  or  friends  of  human 
freedom  or  progress  than  it  does  now.  Its  field  was  never  so 
wide,  its  promise  of  success  was  never  so  encouraging,  if  good 
men  and  true  will  supply  the  means  by  which  the  agencies 
now  in  successful  operation  can  be  kept  in  vigorous  action. 
To  this  extent,  at  least,  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society 
can  still  give  efficiency  to  its  organization. 
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OUR  WORK  IN  WEST  AFRICA-ADVANCE  INTO  THE  INTERIOR. 

We  publish  below  a remarkable  law  enacted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Liberia  during  its  recent  session.  It  is  a law  which, 
if  carried  out,  would  give  to  that  Republic  an  impulse  in  the 
right  direction  of  immense  importance. 

Whether  we  look  at  the  course  of  events  at  home  or  on  the 
Coast,  occurrences  are  daily  proving  the  wisdom  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  American  Colonization  Society  in  making  an  open- 
ing for  civilization  and  Christianity  on  the  borders  of  that 
great  country ; and  in  proposing  that  the  chief  agents  in  the 
promotion  of  the  great  and  arduous  work  should  be  descend- 
ants of  Africa. 

Our  negro  colonists,  settled  fifty  years  ago,  without  the 
prestige  which  a colony  fostered  by  a great  nation  would 
possess,  on  a Coast  at  that  time  not  only  barbarous  and  inhos- 
pitable from  the  degraded  condition  of  the  indigenous  inhabit- 
ants, but  rendered  more  dangerously  so  by  the  presence  of 
slave-traders  who  at  that  time  infested  that  particular  region, 
have  so  demeaned  themselves  as  to  command  the  respect  .and 
esteem  of  the  natives  to  a far  greater  degree  than  many  Eu- 
ropean colonies  which  have  had  the  advantage  of  an  unlimited 
foreign  patronage  and  powerful  Government  protection. 

With  a scanty  exchequer  and  with  no  navy  or  standing 
army,  Liberia  has  been  able  thus  far  to  maintain  order  among 
the  strong  tribes  within  her  borders  and  on  the  east  of  her. 
But  her  responsibilities  are  multiplying,  and  the  difficulties  of 
her  position  increasing.  The  appeals  which  commerce  in  its 
imperious  exigencies  is  making  to  every  point  of  the  Coast, 
the  feverish  competition  being  everywhere  introduced,  will 
likely,  it  is  feared,  compel  the  Liberians  to  remove  the  barriers 
which,  amid  great  temptation,  they  have  hitherto  maintained 
against  alien  influences  in  their  domestic  affairs,  and  thus  open, 
the  way  for  interminable  disputes  with  intermeddling  for- 
eigners, and  endless  collisions  with  powerful  chiefs. 

Already  the  Liberians,  from  the  very  necessities  of  their 
condition,  as  a youthful,  elastic,  and  growing  nation,  having 
to  engage  in  a foreign  trade,  have  been  involved  in  questions 
of  the  gravest  nature,  which  would  tax  the  ingenuity  of  a much 
more  experienced  people.  Luring  the  last  four  years  the 
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Republic  has  been  pressed  with  the  consideration  of  such 
varied  matters  as  wrecks  and  salvage,  boundary  disputes, 
foreign  loan  and  debts,  its  own  monetary  system,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  has  been  convulsed  with  internal  political  con- 
flicts. On  all  these  matters,  however,  their  conduct  has  been 
marked  by  surprising  moderation,  good  sense,  and  adequate 
knowledge. 

They  are  now  aspiring  to  enter  earnestly  upon  the  vast  in- 
terior work  which  lies  before  them,  but  with  which  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  their  intellectual  and  material  ener- 
gies are  fully  adequate  to  cope,  and  they  appeal  to  us  for  as- 
sistance in  the  shape  of  educational  appliances  and  in  the 
opening  of  roads.  We  learn  that  the  visit  of  Professor 
Blyden  to  this  country  has  reference  to  educational  work 
among  the  aborigines.  We  trust  that  he  may  be  successful 
in  awakening  an  interest  in  that  important  enterprise. 

As  a nation,  we  are  in  a measure  responsible  for  the  position 
of  the  Liberians  on  that  Coast!  They  are  an  offshoot  from 
among  us,  and  representatives  on  that  vast  continent  of  our 
political  and  religious  institutions.  We  cannot  lightly  regard 
their  appeals.  We  cannot  sit  indifferently,  and  see  them 
struggling  in  their  feebleness  to  fulfill  a great  mission  in  that 
land.  We  must  help. 

It  is  with  such  feelings  that  we  cheerfully  publish  the  fol- 
lowing recent  Act  of  the  Liberian  Legislature.  We  learn  that 
Mr.  Benjamin  Anderson,  the  explorer  of  Musardu,  with  a com- 
petent assistant,  has  been  recently  commissioned  and  sent  out 
by  the  Executive  Department,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act. 

Resolution  providing  for  the  Appointment  of  Commissioners  to  the  Inter - 

oir,  and  extending  the  Boundaries  of  Liberia  at  least  two  hundred  miles 

from  the  Sea^Board. 

Whereas  it  is-of  the  highest  importance  that  the  most  friend- 
ly relations  be  established  between  the  Republic  of  Liberia  and 
the  native  chieftains  in  the  interior  of  the  Republic  of  Li- 
beria proper,  as  far  back  as  two  hundred  miles  at  least  from 
the  sea-board;  and  Whereas  the  making  of  treaties  of  alliance 
by  the  said  chieftains  with  this  Government  would  be  the 
most  certain  means  of  establishing  and  securing  their  friend- 
ship, together  with  the  opening  of  free  and  uninterrupted  trade, 
as  well  as  to  protect  the  highways ; and  Whereas  deeds  of  ces- 
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sion  and  treatise  of  alliance  formally  executed  to  the  Bepublic  of 
Liberia  by  said  native  chieftains  would  secure  the  double  ef- 
fect of  strengthening  friendship  as  well  as  extend  the  interior 
boundary  of  this  Bepublic;  and  Whereas  the  appointment  by 
this  Government  of  discreet  and  proper  persons  to  be  termed 
Commissioners  to  the  interior  would  secure  these  desirable 
objects;  and  Whereas  the  expense  of  carrying  out  this  meas- 
ure would  be  trivial  when  compared  with  the  benefits  which 
would  accrue  to  the  Government  and  its  citizens,  as  the  Gov- 
ernment would  gain  prestige,  territory,  and  pecuniary  bene- 
fits: Therefore, 

It  is  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Republic  of  Liberia  in  Legislature  assembled : 

Sec.  1.  That  four  discreet  persons  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident to  be  termed  special  Commissioners  to  the  interior,  and 
in  addition  thereto,  four  other  persons  shall  be  appointed,  in 
like  manner,  to  be  termed  assistants  to  the  said  Commission- 
ers to  the  interior,  all  of  whom  are  to  be  appointed  as  follows, 
viz:  one  Commissioner  and  one  assistant  for  Montserrado 
county,  one  Commissioner  and  one  assistant  for  each  of  the 
leeward  counties,  viz:  Bassa,  Sinoe,  and  Maryland;  and  each 
Commissioner  shall  be  furnished  by  Government  with  six 
baggage  carriers,  together  with  such  outfits  as  the  nature  of 
their  mission  may  demand;  whereupon,  they,  the  said  Com- 
missioners, shall  go  into  the  interior  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  their  respective  counties,  pursuing  a course  that  will  lead 
directly  interiorwards.  And  as  soon  as  the  interior  bound- 
ary of  this  Bepublic  is  reached,  and  at  that  point  or  dis- 
tance in  coming  in  contact  with  the  natives,  they,  the  said 
Commissioners,  shall  then  and  there  commence  to  communi- 
cate, express,  and  state,  in  the  most  clear  and  positive  manner, 
the  object  of  their  visit  and  mission  to  the  section  of  the 
country  which  they  may  then  be  in,  and  shall  continue  to  go 
interiorward,  form  treaties  and  making  known  to  the  chief- 
tains or  chiefs  the  object  of  their  mission,  and  the  object  of 
the  Government  in  sending  them  in  the  interior,  until  they 
shall  not  have  gone  not  less  than  two  hundred  miles,  and  as  far 
beyond  that  as  practicable  interiorward  from  the  boundary 
line,  which  shall  be  to  this  elfect,  to  wit:  Division  first:  that 
the  Government  of  the  Bepublic  of  Liberia  is  desirous  to  open 
and  keep- open  the  highways  leading  from  the  interior  to  the 
frontier,  without  any  interruption  by  any  person  or  persons, 
clan  or  tribe  whomsoever,  and  so  to  be  kept  open — which  in- 
fluence the  Government  desires  to  extend  the  entire  distance  to 
which  the  said  Commissioners  may  go.  And  they,  the  said 
Commissioners,  are  hereby  positively  directed  to  state  to  the 
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chiefs  and  natives  generally  with  whom  they  come  in  contact, 
and  shall  then  and  there  state  to  them,  the  kind  of  produce 
and  commodities  which  are  or  may  be  most  desirable  in  the 
Liberian  market,  as  follows,  viz:  palm-oil,  cam-wood,  ivory, 
raw  cotton,  gum,  benny-seeds,  dried  pepper  in  quantities, 
dried  coffee  in  the  hull,  cattle,  gold,  hides  and  skins  of  every 
description,  rice,  ground-nuts,  together  with  all  such  articles 
as  may  be  pressed  into  general  use.  And  to  this  end  they, 
the  said  Commissioners,  shall  agree  and  stipulate  with  the 
said  chiefs  or  chieftains  ruling  any  district  or  territory  as 
aforesaid,  that  the  Liberian  Government  will  agree  and  stipu- 
late on  its  part  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  any  chief  or  chief- 
tains so  ruling  districts  or  territories  as  aforesaid,  who  will  or 
may  agree  on  their  part  to  keep  open  and  protect  , the  high- 
ways so  leading  to  the  frontier  as  aforesaid,  an  annual  stipend 
to  the  amount  of  fifty  dollars,  ($50,)  one-half  of  which  amount 
shall  be  paid  in  advance  by  the  Government  through  the  said 
Commissioners.  And  further,  it  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby 
made,  the  duty  of  said  Commissioners  to  present  the  Liberian 
flag  to  each  chief  so  agreeing  and  stipulating  with  this  Gov- 
ernment. Division  second:  and  they,  the  said  Commissioners, 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  positively  required  to  use  their 
best  endeavors  to  make  and  ratify  peace  between  any  chief  or 
tribe  who  may  be  in  a belligerent  attitude  one  towards  the 
other;  and  whenever  it  appears  practicable  that  peace  can  be 
made,  the  said  chief  shall  be  required  to  ratify  the  same  in 
strict  accordance  with  their  own  custom. 

Sec.  2.  And  it  shall  be  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
the  said  Commissioners  to  propose  to  any  chief  or  chieftain 
residing  beyond  the  interior  boundary  of  this  Depublic,  the 
privilege  of  becoming  allies  to  this  Depublic;  and  further,  that 
the  said  chiefs  or  chieftains  may  have  the  privilege  of  execut- 
ing deeds  of  cession,  ceding  their  territory  to  the  Depublic  of 
Liberia,  which  deeds  of  cession  shall  be  drawn,  worded,  and 
constructed  on  the  common-law  principle;  and  shall  in  every 
case  contain  a clause  to  read  in  these  words:  “that  the  said 
Chief  for  himself  and  his  successors  in  office,  do  covenant,  pro- 
mise, and  agree,  that  the  territory  or  section  of  country  now 
ceded  to  the  Depublic  of  Liberia,  shall  never  be  alienated, 
sold,  or  transferred  to  any  person  or  persons,  nor  to  any 
nation  or  government  whomsoever ; ” and. further,  the  bound- 
aries and  extent  shall  be  named  and  described  as  nearly  as 
possible,  all  of  which  shall  be  managed,  done,  and  effected  by 
said  Commissioners  in  a most  careful  and  proper  manner;  and 
copies  of  the  said  treaties  of  alliance,  and  deeds  of  cessions  shall 
be  by  said  Commissioners  promptly  and  speedily  forwarded 
and  returned  to  the  State  Department  to  be  filed  in  the  archives. 
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Sec.  3 The  said  Commissioners  shall  also  devote  themselves 
in  a measure  to  such  matters  as  refer  to  the  physical  nature 
and  condition  of  the  country  through  which  they  may  pass,  by 
noticing  and  noting  the  degree  of  temperature  as  indicated  by 
the  thermometer,  as  well  as  to  make  close  observation  of  riv- 
ers, lakes,  mountains,  prairies,  etc.,  including  an  account  of 
their  extent,  magnitude,  etc.,  all  of  which  shall  be  made  a mat- 
ter of  report. 

Sec.  4.  And  it  is  further  Resolved , That  the  four  said  Com- 
missioners, with  their  assistants,  shall  continue  in  service  for 
the  term  of  one  calendar  year  from  the  date  of  their  commis- 
sion, for  which  calendar  year’s  service,  the  said  four  Commis- 
sioners shall  receive  a salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500) 
each;  and  the  said  four  assistants  shall  receive  a salary  of  three 
hundred  dollars  ($300)  each;  and  further,  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed for  the  purposes  above  stated  a contingent  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  ($2,000,)  making  for  this  object  a sum  total 
of  five  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  ($5,800 ;)  that  the  said 
Commissioners  for  Montserrado  county  shall  be  sworn  in  by  the 
President,  and  the  other  Commissioners  shall  be  sworn  in  by  the 
Superintendents  of  the  respective  counties  from  which  they 
may  be  sent. 

Sec.  5.  It  isfuther  Resolved , That  the  above-named  Commis- 
sioners shall  lay  before  the  different  chiefs  with  which  they 
have  succeeded  in  making  treaties  the  great  necessity  of  the 
education  of  their  children,  and  to  get  them  to  agree,  if  possi- 
ble, (each  town  or  tribe  wherever  they  may  have  entered  into 
treaty  stipulations)  to-pay  one-fourth  of  the  teacher’s  salary, 
assuring  them  that  the  Liberian  Government  will  furnish 
teachers  and  pay  them  three-fourths  of  their  respective  sala- 
ries, which  salary  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars  ($300) 
per  annum. 

Sec.  6.  On  the  return  of  the  Commissioners  from  the  inter- 
ior, the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  appoint 
suitable  persons  to  reside  in  the  influential  towns  as  agents  of 
the  Government,  to  guide  and  stimulate,  with  the  consent 
and  co-operation  of  the  chiefs,  the  industry  of  the  people,  to 
instruct  them  in  the  elementary  branches  of  an  English  edu- 
cation, and  also  to  assist  in  settling  all  difficulties  of  a legal 
nature;  and  theisaid  agents  or  teachers  are  required  to  keep 
a correct  diary,  and  to  make  quarterly  reports  to  the  President 
or  to  the  Superintendents  of  the  different  counties  of  their  do- 
ings as  agents  and  teachers  of  said  Government. 

Sec.  7.  And  it  is  further  resolved , That  the  President  shall 
invite  from  the  interior  routes  opened,  and  from  the  different 
districts  of  the  Coast,  one  or  two  of  the  leading  chiefs,  (two 
from  each  county,)  to  be  present  each  year  at  the  meeting  of 
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the  Legislature,  to  sit  in  each  branch  as  referees  and  advisers 
on  all  matters  affecting  or  pertaining  to  the  particular  locality 
to  which  said  chief  belongs,  and  the  expense  of  said  chief  so 
invited  shall  be  borne  by  the  Government. 

Sec.  8.  And  it  is  further  Resolved , That  a copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion shall  be  circulated  as  far  as  possible  among  the  natives 
within  our  jurisdiction. 

The  President  is  authorized  to  draw  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury all  amounts  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
this  resolution,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved  February  4,  1874. 


From  the  New  Era,  March  20. 

AFFAIRS  IN  LIBERIA. 

Coffee  is  King. — Liberia  is  the  offspring  of  the  benevolence 
and  Christian  philanthropy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  designed  as  a refuge  from  oppression  and  slavery,  and 
a home  for  the  descendants  of  Ham.  Fifty  years  of  toil  and 
civil  commotion  have  passed  away,  and  she  now- claims  the 
right  to  join  in  the  ranks  and  hold  her  way  in  the  line  of  civil- 
ized and  Christian  nations.  Her  principal  productions  are 
sugar,  coffee,  arrowroot,  and  ginger ; while  she  is  capable, 
with  the  application  of  industry,  means,  and  capital,  to  pro- 
duce, to  an  unlimited  extent,  indigo,  pepper,  spices,  and  all 
the  herbs,  fruits,  and  flowers  that  are  indigenous  to  a tropical 
clime.  But  her  great  staple  now  seems  to  be  coffee;  and  in 
comparison  to  this,  all  other  productions  at  present  seems  .to 
dwindle  into  insignificance.  There  was  a time  when  palm-oil 
held  rule;  when  the  farmer  who  could  not  deal  in  that  article 
could  not  attract  nor  secure  a passing  notice  from  the  denizens 
of  our  chief  cities,  when  cam- wood  held  second  rank;  and 
these  being  wild  and  spontaneous  productions,  caused  the  un- 
tutored native  to  claim  from  all  foreign  traders  greater  regard 
and  respect  than  was  ever  afforded  to  civilized  and  Christian 
Africo-Americans.  But  things  have  changed.  Palm-oil  has 
fallen  in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  foreign  nations;  and  their 
representatives  in  this  country  seek  some  other  personage 
more  worthy  at  whose  court  they  may  pay  their  honors. 
Every  Liberian  has  daily  heard  resounding  in  his  ears  the 
name  of  coffee.  Who  does  not  respect,  who  does  not  wish 
to  do  him  honor?  He  is  the  subject  of  every  conversation. 
He  is  the  hero  of  every  story.  The  merchant,  the  lawyer,  the 
doctor,  all  praise  and  descant  upon  his  virtues.  Old  men  love 
to  sit  for  hours  and  discuss  his  merits  and  recount  his  glories. 
Young  maidens  fair  and  whispering  lovers  pause  in  their 
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rounds  of  pleasure,  and  smile  at  the  sound  of  that  enchanting 
name.  America  and  Germany  come  with  boxes  of  gold,  fine 
silks,  linen,  and  all  the  luxuries  and  treasures  of  the  old  and 
new  world  to  lay  them  at  his  feet.  Who  will  not  say  that 
coffee  is  king? 

Change  in  the  Seasons. — The  present  or  past  dry  season  is 
the  most  remarkable  that  has  ever  occurred  in  this  part  of 
Liberia  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant.  It  has 
been  a difficult  matter  to  ascertain  when  the  last  rains  ceased 
and  the  dry  season  commenced.  At  the  period  when  Dr.  Lu- 
genbeel  was  a physician  in  Liberia,  he  wrote  that  the  rainy 
season  commenced  about  the  first  or  middle  of  May,  which  we 
have  found  in  more  recent  years  to  be  about  correct.  But 
last  year,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  natives  as  well  as  the 
civilized  farmers  of  this  section  of  Liberia,  the  rains  did  not 
commence  till  late  in  May  or  the  first  of  June.  Last  season 
we  expected  the  rains  to  cease  in  November,  and  the  dries  to 
set  in  about  that  time  and  continue  till  about  the  first  of  May; 
but  showers  continued  all  along  through  the  months  of  De- 
cember and  January.  On  the  St.  Paul’s  river  scarcely  a week 
passed  without  rain  up  to  March.  During  the  month  of  March 
it  has  rained  here  sometimes  three  or  four  days  in  a week, 
and  all  nature  has  clothed  herself  in  the  sombre  habiliments, 
of  the  middle  of  the  rainy  season.  Except  in  highlands,  like 
Carysburg  and  Monrovia,  the  past  dries  have  been  a growing 
season  as  much  so  as  the  rains.  Coffee  trees  in  many  places, 
which  were  set  out  as  late  as  last  September,  have  not  changed 
the  color  of  their  leaves  at  the  appearance  of  the  dries.  In 
some  gardens  beans,  greens,  cabbage  sprouts,  and  other  vege-* 
tables  have  continued  to  grow  as  in  the  rains  up  to  the  pres- 
ent date.  Never  in  our  recollection  has  there  been  such  an 
abundance  of  bread-stuff  during  any  dry  season  in  this  coun- 
try as  we  have  had  this  year.  Rice,  even  now,  is  daily  brought 
in  for  sale  by  the  natives,  and  the  supply  in  Monrovia  in  the 
month  of  January  last  completely  glutted  the  market,  so  that 
all  demands  ceased  even  at  sixty  cents  per  kroo.  Potatoes  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  kroo,  eddoes  at  thirty-seven  cents,  and 
even  cassavas  at  twelve  cents  per  kroo,  have  been  sent  to  Mon- 
rovia for  a market,  and  often  returned  unsold. 

Agricultural  and  Commercial. — The  farmers,  especially 
those  engaged  in  the  growing  of  coffee  and  ginger,  have  met 
with  an  abundant  reward  this  season,  owing  to  the  unprece- 
dented demand  this  year  for  these  two  articles — a demand,  too, 
that  seems  increasing  and  unlimited.  So  great  was  this  de- 
mand in  England  that  ginger,  which  sold  for  eight  cents  in 
the  market  last  year,  commanded  sixteen  and  eighteen  cents 
this.  The  five  cents  duty  in  gold  per  pound  which  was  for- 
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merly  paid  on  ginger,  having  been  taken  off  in  the  United 
States,  produced  an  equally  great  demand  for  ginger . there. 
Thus  ginger,  which  would  not  here  command  five  cents  per 
pound  in  former  years,  now  has  unlimited  demand  at  eight 
cents  cash  or  nine  and  ten  cents  in  goods.  Liberian  coffee, 
for  which  until  the  past  two  years  no  merchant  would  pay 
cash  at  fourteen  cents  a pound,  now  finds  ready  sale  at 
eighteen  cents  gold,  twenty  cents  greenbacks,  and  twenty-two 
and  twenty -three  cents  goods.  Merchants,  traders,  and  it  may 
be  truly  said,  everybody  wants  to  buy  coffee  this  season. 
Such  is  the  earnest  competition  among  merchants  and  traders 
that  they  are  not  sufficiently  careful  about  the  condition,  the 
curing,  and  quality  of  the  berry.  There  being  no  inspector 
to  examine  and  require  that  none  but  a good  quality  shall  be 
offered  in  the  market,  there  is  great  danger  that  unripe, 
bruised,  broken,  and  inferior  qualities  are  imposed  upon  the 
ambitious  merchant.  The  consequence  may  be  that  Liberian 
coffee,  which  has  just  now  begun  to  obtain  a high  reputation 
as  a superior  article  and  to  become  the  great  staple  product  of 
the  country,  may  by  such  a course  lose  its  high  reputation  and 
find  its  level  with  the  lowest  grades  of  other  countries.  And 
thus  Liberia  would  lose  a mine  of  agricultural  wealth  richer 
than  the  plains  of  gold  in  Ashantee  or  the  diamond  fields  of 
Natal. 

The  Steamship  Yoruba. — Our  distinguished  merchant  and 
enterprising  citizen,  W.  F.  Nelson,  Esq.,  the  present  Mayor  of 
Monrovia,  some  time  last  year  purchased  at  auction  the  steam- 
ship Yoruba  as  stranded  on  the  beach  near  Harper,  Cape  Pal- 
mas. He  immediately  proceeded  to*  the  United  States,  and 
brought  'out  engineers,  machinery,  and  such  appliances  as 
would  be  necessary  to  raise  the  vessel  from  the  bed  of  sand 
and  put  her  afloat.  We  learn  that  they  are  laboriously  en- 
gaged at  the  work,  and  it  is  thought  she  may  be  gotten  off. 
We  wish  him  great  success.  If  she  is  removed  and  put  afloat, 
it  will  astonish  the  Liberians  as  well  as  the  natives,  and 
show  the  power  of  science  and  skill  over  ignorance  and  hea- 
thenism. 


LIBERIA’S  TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 

On  the  twenty  sixth  of  July,  1847,  “the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Liberia”  published  and 
declared  the  said  Commonwealth  “a free,  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent State,  by  the  name  and  title  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia.”  In  their  Declaration  they  affirm : — “We  recognize 
in  all  men  certain  natural  and  inalienable  rights;  among  these 
are  life,  liberty  and  the  right  to  acquire,  possess,  enjoy,  and 
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defend  property.”  They  also  affirmed  their  purpose  “to  evince 
to  all  who  despise,  ridicule  and  oppress  our  race,  that  we 
possess  with  them  a common  nature,  are  with  them  suscepti- 
ble of  equal  refinement  aud  capable  of  equal  advancement  in 
all  that  adorns  and  dignifies  man.”  And  with  Christian  cou- 
rage they  affirmed : “ Our  Churches  for  the  worship  of  our 
Creator,  everywhere  to  be  seen,  bears  testimony  to  our  piety 
and  to  our  acknowledgement  of  His  providence.  The  native 
African,  bowing  down  with  us  before  the  altar  of  the  living 
God,  declares  that  from  us,  feeble  as  we  are,  the  light  of 
Christianity  has  gone  forth ; while  upon  that  curse  of  curses, 
the  slave  trade,  a deadly  blight,  has  fallen  as  far  as  our  influ- 
ence extends.” 

On  Monday,  July  27,  1874,  the  twenty  sixth  anniversary  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  the  people  of  the  Republic 
of  Liberia  will  be  celebrated.  On  that  day  and  on  the  Sabbath 
preceding  let  special  prayer  be  offered  for  the  African  Republic, 
accompanied  by  donations  for  the  sending  out  of  missionaries 
to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  nations  of  Africa. 


ANNUAL  COLLECTIONS. 

Pastors  are  requested  to  remember,  in  their  observance  of 
public  worship  on  the  first  Sunday  in  July,  the  Christian  Re- 
public of  Liberia,  founded  by  American  philanthrophy,  and 
composed  mainly  of  colored  Americans.  Some  sixty  churches 
of  the  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  Baptist,  Episcopalian,  and  Lu- 
theran denominations  have  been  established  in  Liberia.  The 
voluntary  applications  for  passage  of  several  thousands  of  freed- 
men  are  now  under  consideration  ; “ a goodly  number  of  whom 
are  humble  disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus.”  Fifty  dollars  will 
pay  the  passage  of  an  emigrant,  and  fifty  dollars  more  will 
meet  the  cost  of  provisions,  &c.,  for  six  months,  while  clearing 
land  and  building  houses.  Each  family  receives  twenty-five 
acres  as  a gift. 

MISSIONARY  MOVEMENTS. 

We  learn  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eddy  will  proceed  to  Liberia 
shortly  as  a missionary,  under  appointment  of  the  Foreign 
Committee  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  to  open  an 
interior  mission  about  eighty  or  ninety  miles  from  the  Coast. 
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The  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union  are  contemplating 
the  enlargement  of  their  operations  looking  to  the  interior. 
They  propose  to  make  Arthington  and  Vonbrunnville — the 
centres  of  their  educational  operations — bases  for  extending 
the  work  into  those  large,  populous,  and  interesting  inner 
countries  which  lie  on  the  east  of  Liberia. 


PROFESSOR  EDWARD  W.  BLYDEN. 

We  had  an  interview  a few  days  ago  with  Professor  Blyden, 
who  visited  the  Howard  University  of  this  city.  On  Sunday 
evening,  June  7th,  he  preached  in  the  University  Chapel  be- 
fore the  professors  and  students.  On  the  following  morning, 
by  the  request  of  the  acting  President,  he  addressed  the 
students  in  a body. 

On  the  invitation  of  General  Howard,  the  Professor  attended, 
in  company  with  the  General,  the  commencement  exercises  of 
the  Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute  at  Hampton,  Ya.,  on 
which  occasion  he  was  one  of  the  speakers. 

The  Professor  has  since  attended  the  commencement  exer- 
cises at  the  Lincoln  University,  Pa.,  on  which  occasion  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  trustees  of  that  institution. 


PROGRESSIVE  SENTIMENTS  IN  LIBERIA. 

We  have  been  favored  by  Professor  Blyden  with  copies  of 
several  letters  written  by  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Libe- 
ria on  the  subject  of  missionary  and  educational  work  in  that 
Republic.  These  letters,  we  presume,  represent  the  advanced 
views  of  the  thinking  portion  of  the  people.  We  give  below 
one  of  the  letters,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Ware,  of  the  Methodist  E. 
Church.  Mr.  Ware  was  educated  at  the  Monrovia  Academy, 
under  Rev.  J.  W.  Horne.  He  is  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the 
Monrovia  District,  and  has  had  several  years’  experience  in 
missionary  work  : 

LETTER  FROM  REV.  DANIEL  WARE. 

Monrovia,  March  30,  1874. 

Dear  Sir  : Please  receive  the  following  as  embodying  my  convictions  with 
regard  to  missions  in  this  country  : 

I think  a great  mistake  has  been  committed  from  the  beginning  in  the 
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establishment  of  missions  in  this  country,  growing  out  of  several  miscon- 
ceived views  entertained  by  those  who  had  the  management  of  affairs. 

First.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  prevailing  opinion  that  the  aborigines 
were  an  inferior  order  of  men  like  many  of  the  slaves  on  the  cotton  and 
tobacco  fields  of  America  ; and  that  therefore  any  class  of  operatives  was 
quite  competent  to  be  sent  among  them,  just  so  they  professed  faith  in  Christ 
and  led  consistent  lives,  literary  attainments  not  being  sufficiently  taken  into 
the  account.  This,  I think,  a grievous  error,  as  facts  subsequently  developed 
show. 

Secondly.  Among  ourselves  (Methodists)  the  itinerent  system  which  has 
been  carried  out  in  all  its  rigor  has  been  another  great  mistake.  One  man 
or  set  of  men  would  scarcely  have  stayed  long  enough  to  learn  the  peculiar 
manners  and  customs  of  a tribe  before  they  must  be  moved. 

Thirdly.  The  custom  of  speaking  through  interpreters — many  of  these, 
yes,  a large  majority,  imperfect — has  defeated  the  aim  had  in  view.  Mis- 
sionaries to  the  heathen  should  make  it  a point  to  acquire  a knowledge  of 
the  people’s  vernacular. 

Fourthly.  It  is  among  the  children  the  main  efforts  should  have  been  put 
forth.  Adults,  whose  minds  are  overgrown  with  the  heavy  forest  of  super- 
stition and  idolatry,  are  hard  to  approach.  It  would  be  thought  very  un- 
wise, to  say  the  least  of  it,  were  a man  going  out  to  farm  to  sow  his  seed  broad- 
cast into  the  midst  of  an  unfelled  forest,  under  the  thick  foliage  of  trees 
of  a century’s  standing.  It  would  be  accounted  sheer  waste  of  time  and  seed. 

Fifthly.  The  practice  of  making  large  presents  (dashes)  as  inducements  to  hear 
and  embrace  the  Gospel.  It  has  been  made,  I fear,  too  much  a matter  of  traffic. 
The  speculating  predilections  of  these  sons  of  nature  have  been  too  much 
pampered  in  this  way,  and  hence  he  who  could  give  the  largest  presents 
as  a missionary  could  make  the  largest  numerical  showing. 

Sixthly.  The  sad  neglect  to  devote  a large  share  of  the  funds  appropriated 
to  the  opening  of  roads  from  town  to  town,  and  the  instructing  the  natives 
in  the  industrial  arts  and  habits  of  civilized  life,  has  been  another  great 
drawback  to  success. 

Seventhly.  The  failure  of  Government  to  co-operate  to  the  extent  she  should 
with  the  missionaries  has  militated  largely  against  the  rapid  advancement  of 
the  work  of  missions  in  this  country. 

Eighthly.  The  too  rapid  increase  of  the  number  of  stations  has  done  much 
to  defeat  our  aim.  This  has  necessitated  the  giving  of  small  salaries,  so  that 
competent  men,  but  in  very  rare  instances,  have  not  been  engaged  in  the 
work ; and  only  a set  of  inefficient  operatives,  who  were  too  lazy  to  go  to 
work  at  something  that  must  necessitate  much  physical  energy,  have  been 
called  to  the  ranks.  This  has  kept  the  work  back. 

We  need  now  to  take  advantage  of  these  errors,  and  take  a fresh,  firmer, 
and  surer  hold. 

First.  Every  Board  that  is  now  looking  to  the  more  interior  work  should 
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have  good,  well-established,  and  well-systematized  training  or  manual- 
labor  schools,  to  be  composed  not  only  of  native,  but  also  of  Americo-Libe- 
rian  children.  From  these  constant  recruits  may  be  drawn  to  supply  distant 
fields  as  preachers,  teachers,  interpreters,  and  mechanics.  Missionaries 
should  be  required  to  make  it  their  prime  business  to  learn  the  language  of 
the  tribe  among  which  they  may  be  sent.  Insure  the  missionaries  thus  sent 
out  that  their  children’s  education  is  secure,  and  that  in  the  event  of  their 
death  their  widows  and  orphans  will  be  cared  for. 

Yours,  truly, 

B.  Ware,  P.  E.  of  Monrovia  District. 


GOVERNMENT  SCHOOLS  IN  MONTSERADO  COUNTY. 

We  are  indebted  to  Hon.  Henry  W.  Dennis,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  Liberia,  for  the  following  report  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Commissioner  of  Education  for  Montserrado  county  : 

Clay- Ashland,  Liberia,  April  1,  1874. 

Sir  : In  making  my  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this  county,  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  there  has  been  decided  progress  in  the  number  of  pupils 
in  attendance  and  in  their  learning  also.  That  strong  power  rising  in  our 
nridst — the  Congoes — have  shown  a laudable  disposition  to  send  their  children 
to  school,  and  in  facilitating  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  to  accomplish  their 
work. 

A school  at  Grand  Cape  Mount  and  one  at  Robertsville  have  been  estab- 
lished. A Congo  and  native  school  is  sought  for  beyond  Carysburg,  a 
Bey  king  begs  for  one,  and  indeed  schools  are  sought  for  at  other  places.  The 
schools  are  as  follows  ; 

First. — Carysburg.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Urey,  teacher:  salary,  $140;  scholars,  16. 

Second. — Benson ville.  H.  W.  Benny,  teacher : salary,  $200;  scholars,  40. 

Third. — Harrisburg.  Mrs.  Murray,  teacher  : salary,  $140 ; scholars,  16. 

Fourth. — Millsburg.  Mr.  Jacobs,  teacher:  salary,  $200;  scholars,  37. 

Fifth. — Louisiana.  Randolph  Jackson,  teacher ;'  salary,  $175;  scholars,  25. 

Sixth. — Rixville.  Mrs.  R.  Burke,  teacher:  salary,  $175;  scholars,  27. 

Seventh. — Dumalis  Town.  Rebecca  R.  Winbey,  teacher : salary,  $200  ; 
scholars,  25. 

Eighth. — Old  Field.  A.  M.  Russell,  teacher  : salary,  $175 ; scholars,  30. 

Ninth. — Coffee  Farm.  Morris  Pritchard,  teacher  : salary,  $150  ; scholars,  18. 

Tenth. — New  Georgia.  G.  W.  Smith,  teacher:  salary,  $175;  scholars,  35. 

Eleventh— Dixonville.  Thomas  Early,  teacher  : salary,  $150 ; scholars,  25. 

Twelfth. — Virginia.  Richardson,  teacher : salary,  $130;  new. 

Thirteenth. — Brewerville.  Salary,  $140;  , teacher. 

Fourteenth. — Robertsville.  Mr.  B.  Kelly,  teacher  : salary,  $175  ; schol- 
ars, 20. 

Fifteenth. — Robertsport.  Mrs.  S.  A.  Roberts,  teacher  : salary,  $150. 

Total:  Salaries,  $2,475;  Scholars,  314. 
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Nine  of  the  schools  have  been  supplied  with  books.  The  teachers  have 
been  diligent.  The  latter  are  not  as  well  qualified  as  I could  wish,  but  they 
all  can  read  and  write.  I have  done  ray  best,  and  tried  to  spend  the  Govern- 
ment funds  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  to  spread  the  school  benefits  as  far 
as  possible.  I am,  most  respectfully, 

A.  F.  Russell, 

Commissioner  Education  for  Montserrado  County. 


OUR  MONROVIA  CORREPONDENCE. 

Monrovia,  Liberia,  May  5,  1874. 

The  health  of  the  new  settlers  at  Rrewerville  and  Warnersville  is  pretty 
fair.  The  wet  weather  has  greatly  militated  against  them  in  getting  their 
lands  under  cultivation. 

President  Roberts  continues  in  feeble  health.  He  is  still  residing  at  his 
coffee  farm,  on  the  point  of  the  Cape. 

The  Bibles  and  Testaments  from  the  American  Bible  Society  have  not  been 
distributed,  but  will  be  as  soon  as  I can  learn  where  they  are  most  needed. 
The  ten  Arabic  Bibles  came  safely;  but  I have  since  Been  no  native  Af- 
rican who  could  read  Arabic,  except  a young  Mandingo  man  who,  with 
others,  came  into  our  Sabbath-school  a few  Sundays  ago  from  Vonswah.  He 
could  not  speak  English,  but  having  some  Arabic  manuscripts  with  him, 
I thought  he  might  be  able  to  read  an  Arabic  Bible.  I handed  one  to  him, 
and  he  seemed  much  pleased  to  see  so  fine  a book.  He  read  a part  of  the 
first  chapter  of  Genesis,  which  was  interpreted  to  me  by  some  of  the  native 
children  of  the  school  who  speak  the  Vey  language.  It  was  in  this  tongue 
that  he  spoke  of  what  he  read,  as  none  of  our  scholars  could  speak  Arabic. 
At  Professor  Blyden’s  request,  I gave  him  four  of  the  Arabic  Bibles  to  take 
with  him  to  Sierra  Leone  for  some  of  His  Mohammedan  friends  there,  whom 
he  said  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Scriptures  in  that  language.  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Anderson  is  expecting  soon  to  go  on  an  exploring  tour  to  the  interior 
in  the  service  of  the  Government,  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  put  into  his  hands 
the  remainder  of  the  Bibles,  to  be  given  to  such  native  Arabic  scholars  as 
he  may  meet  in  his  travels. 

The  country  is  truly  quiet.  Our  farmers  in  this  county  are  turning  their 
attention  more  and  more  to  the  growing  of  coffee;  and  if  the  interest  now 
shown  in  its  cultivation  continues,  we  may  see  at  no  very  distant  day  large 
shipments  of  the  article  from  our  shores.  Several  of  our  traders  are  offering 
nineteen  cents  gold  per  pound  for  it. 

In  the  April  number  of  the  Repository  I notice  with  surprise  and  regret 
the  reported  death  of  Dr.  Joseph  Tracy,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  most  effective 
warriors  in  the  cause  of  Liberia,  a most  instructive  writer  on  all  subjects 
connected  with  African  Colonization.  Dr.  Tracy  must  be  classed  with  Gurley 
and  Alexander,  among  those  who  have  brought  accomplished  scholarship  to 
the  support  of  an  enterprise  much  misunderstood  and  misrepresented,  but 
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one  of  magnificent  purpose  and  the  highest  promise.  The  death  of  Dr.  Tracy 
reminds  us  anew  that  the  old  friends  of  Liberia  are  passing  away.  In  this 
country  Johnson,  Benedict,  Teage,  Day  are  no  more.  Liberia  is  being  thrown 
more  and  more  upon  her  own  resources.  But  I believe  that  she  will  survive. 
There  are  within  her  encouraging  elements  of  vitality  and  progress.  She 
was  not  planted  in  vain. 


[Fob  the  African  Repository. 

A SUGGESTION  TO  ENTERPRISING  MEN  OF  WEALTH. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  our  fellow-beings,  on  the  Continent  of 
Africa,  may  be  reclaimed  from  a condition  of  servitude  and  barbarism,  and 
brought  into  the  light  of  civilization  and  Christianity  by  a proper  use  of 
the  wealth  entrusted  to  your  keeping. 

Do  you  ask  how  this  can  be  done?  I answer — by  building  and  equipping 
railroads  in  Western  Africa.  You  have  aided  in  doing  this  for  America,  and 
have  thus  added  to  your  wealth.  In  Africa  there  is  as  broad,  and  a not  less 
inviting  field  for  similar  enterprise  and  investment. 

In  a late  number  of  the  African  Repository,  a son  of  an  early  and  gener- 
ous friend  of  mine,  and  an  intelligent  and  earnest  advocate  of  the  Colonization 
cause,  has  suggested  that  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  intro- 
ducing the  blessings  of  Christian  civilization  into  Western  Africa  is  the  ab- 
sence of  the  means  of  intercommunication  between  Liberia  and  the  different 
inland  tribes.  This  writer  feelingly  appeals  to  the  children  of  Sunday  Schools 
for  contributions  to  a fund  to  be  devoted  to  the  making  of  roads  in  that 
region.  He  says  that  the  imperative  need  of  that  Continent,  to-day,  is  the 
construction  of  roads  and  railways  into  the  interior  from  the  Coast,  to  enable 
emigrant  freedmen,  sent  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  to  have  free 
access  to  their  boundless  field  of  labor  as  missionaries  of  the  Cross,  and  pioneers 
of  the  arts  and  institutions  of  civilization. 

Now,  let  the  children  of  our  Sunday  Schools  contribute  their  mites  for  this 
important  work  ; but  don’t- let  them  deprive  our  liberal  and  enterprising  men 
of  wealth  of  this  golden  opportunity  to  immortalize  their  names  and  do  good,  * 
by  removing  the  shackles  of  ignorance,  idolatry  and  slavery  from  the  minds 
and  bodies  of  the  vast  population  of  Africa,  and  by  the  erection  of  a nation  of 
freemen.  Let  them  form  a common  railroad  building  company,  with  a paid 
up  capital  of  fifty  or  a hundred  millions  of  dollars : this  money  to  be  invested 
in  United  States  bonds,  and  the  interest  and  principal  to  be  faithfully  applied 
in  the  construction  of  railroads  in  Liberia  and  interior  Western  Africa,  and 
in  aid  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  in  supplying  freedmen  settling 
in  that  portion  of  the  country  made  accessible  to  them  by  the  roads  such  Com- 
pany may  construct.  What  nobler  object  of  ambition  can  be  presented  to 
the  mind  of  our  wealthy  men  ? I pray  heaven  there  may  speedily  appear 
such  as  will  engage  in  an  enterprise  similar  to  that  I now  suggest. 

A Subscriber. 
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Passengers  for  Liberia. — Monday,  May  4,  Rev.  David  A.  Day  and  wife, 
Lutheran  missionaries  for  Muhlenberg,  station  on  the  St.  Paul’s  river,  Libe- 
ria, embarked  at  New  York  on  the  barque  “Thomas  Pope,”  Captain  Alex- 
ander. Farewell  services  were  held  in  the  cabin.  Five  passengers  were 
also  on  board  returning  to  their  homes  in  Liberia;  and  a dwarf  of  the  Kroo 
tribe,  thirty  years  of  age,  returning  after  five  years’  absence.  He  is  without 
arms,  and  amused  the  visitors  by  the  facility  with  which  he  wrote  with  his 
feet.  He  is  a communicant  in  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  church,  Cape  Palmas. 

The  Deputies. — About  twenty  years  ago  Charles  Deputie  and  his  wife, 
with  six  children,  left  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  for  Liberia.  The  three  sons  have 
entered  the  ministry,  and  are  doing  a good  work  for  Christ  in  that  Republic. 
Some  friends  in  this  country  who  knew  them  personally  have  taken  a deep 
interest  in  them,  and  given  them  some  material  help.  To  these  friends  they 
have  communicated  much  valuable  information  respectiug  their  work  in  its 
I various  departments. 

Methodist  Conference. — A very  pleasant  session  of  the  Liberia  Confer- 
ence commenced  January  27th;  four  were  received  into  the  Conference  on 
probation,  one  of  whom  is  a native  local  deacon.  One,  Peter  Wright,  is  just 
from  America,  having  been  sent  out  by  the  Colonization  Society,  and  united 
with  the  Conference  in  order  to  labor  among  the  heathen;  the  other  two 
have  been  teaching  and  preaching  for  two  or  three  years  past. 

Gaboon  Missionaries.— The  arrival  of  Miss  Nassau  and  Miss  Lush  at 
Gaboon  is  reported,  after  a long  voyage,  all  well.  Miss  Nassau  has  since 
reached  her  former  station  at  Benita.  On  the  19th  of  April  the  Rev.  R.  H. 
^Nassau,  M.  D.,  embarked  on  his  return  to  the  Gaboon  and  Corisco  mission. 
Besides  giving  many  sermons  and  addresses  on  the  subject  of  missions, 
while  on  his  visit  in  this  country,  he  superintended  the  printing  of  an  en- 
larged edition  of  the  Benga  Hymn  Book,  and  of  the  Psalms,  in  the  same  lan- 
guage, the  latter  published  by  the  American  Bible  Society. 

African  States. — Sir  Bartle  Frere,  the  distinguished  Indian  statesman, 
whose  travels  in  Africa  have  made  his  name  conspicuous  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  declares  that  the  slave-trade  cannot  be  abolished  so  long  as 
slavery  exists  to  create  a market  for  slaves.  He  contends  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  England  (and  we  add  of  the  United  States)  to  let  Egypt,  Turkey,  and 
other  slave-holding  countries  know  that  they  cannot  be  permitted  in  the 
brotherhood  of  civilized  nations  unless  they  abjure  slavery.  “ I cannot 
(said  Sir  Bartle)  think  it  a wild  day-dream  to  believe  in  the  possibility  of 
independent  African  States,  protected,  may  be,  by  Imperial  powers  or  other 
Asiatic  or  European  races,  but  administered  by  negroes  who  have  been 
trained  in  the  civilization  of  Europe.” 

The  Gold  Coast. — In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  12th  of  May,  the  Colon- 
ial Secretary  said  that  the  Government  had  decided  not  to  abandon  its  poses- 
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sions  on  the  Gold  Coast  of  Africa.  It  is  proposed  to  unite  Lagos  and  the 
Gold  Coast  into  one  province,  under  a Governor,  who  will  reside  forty  miles 
inland  from  Accra.  The  place  of  hisjesidence  will  be  the  nominal  capital  of 
the  consolidated  province,  and  will  be  protected  by  native  troops.  The 
Government  will  retain  a monoply  of  the  sale  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  McMillan. — Died,  November  18th,  1873,  at  the  residence 
of  her  sdn,  Rev.  Robert  McMillan,  near  New  Castle,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Mc- 
Millan, wife  of  the  late  Rev  Hugh  McMillan,  D.  D.  in  the  79th  year  of  her 
age:  for  many  years  a liberal  patron  of  the  organizations  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  and  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  Benighted 
Africa  lost  one  of  its  truest  friends  when  she  fell  asleep  in  Jesus. 


Receipts  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 

During  the  Month  of  June,  1874. 


Maine. 

Waterville— Prof.  G.  W.  Keely 810  00 

New  Hampshire. 

Claremont — Simeon  Ide,  111);  D. 

W.  Johnson,  N.  W.  Goddard, 
ea.  $5 ; Mrs.  M.  E.  Paxtridge, 

J.  P.  Upham,  John  L.  Farwell, 
Thomas  J.  Harris,  Dea.  H iram 

Webb.  ea.  $1 25  00 

Concord— Hon.  Onslow  Stearns, 

Mrs.  A.  Fletcher,  J.  P.  Stick- 
ney,  ea.  $10;  Mrs.  R.  Davis, 

Miss  Charlotte  Woolson,  ea. 

$5;  Samuel  B.  Page,  $3;  Mrs. 

T.  French,  Dr.  Carter,  ea.  $2; 


Cash,  S.  G.  Lane,  ea.  $1 49  00 

Portsmouth— Mrs.  Dr.  Burroughs, 

Hon.  Ichabod  Goodwin,  Cash, 

Mrs.  Washington  Williams, 
ea.  $10;  Mrs.  Parott,  Cash,  C. 

C.  Myers,  ea.  $5;  Miss  F.  Ladd, 

$2;  T.  M.  T.,81 58  00 

Gilmantown — Luther  E.  Page, 

$5;  Amos  Marsh,  Wm.  Haynes, 

ea.  $1... 7 00 


139  00 

Connecticut. 

New  London— Mrs.  Lydia  Learn- 
ed, $20;  Miss  Jane  Richards, 

Mi’s.  Colby  Chew,  Robert  Coit, 

Mrs.  John  Dickinson,  ea.  $10 ; 

Miss  L.  B.  Weaver,  Mrs.  N. 
Billings,  Asa  Otis,  Daniel 
Latham,  Misses  Lockwood,  ea. 

$5;  C.  A.  Weaver,  James  New- 
comb, ea.  $3;  Rev.  Dr.  Haliam, 


$2 93  00 

Nonvich — D.  W.  Coit,  J.  M.  Hunt- 
ington, ea.  $10;  F.  Johnson,  $1.  21  00 

New  Britain— Cash 5 00 


119  00 

New  Jersey. 

Morristown—  W.  L.  King,  $100; 

Mrs.  Tichenor,  Mrs.  Vail,  H.  O. 

Marsh,  ea.  $5;  Geo.  E.  Voor- 

hees,  $2 117  00 

Trenton— Barker  Gummere,  $20 ; 

P.  P.  Dunn,  Geo.  S.  Green, 


ea.  $10;  Hon.  John  T.  Nixon, 
$15 ; Mrs.  E.  S.  Stryker,  J.  S. 


Chambers,  C.  J.  Ferrell,  ea. 

$5 70  00 

New  Brunswick — S.  Van  Wickle, 

$15;  David  Bishop,  $10;  Mrs. 

J.  W.  Stout,  $5 30  00 


217  00 

Pennsylvania. 

Pittsburgh — A Friend,  $5  ; Cash, 

$1 6 00 

District  of  Columbia. 
Washington — Miscellaneous 540  09 


Illinois. 

Greenville — Charles  P.  Bennett, 
So;  William  W.  Donell,  Dea. 
White,  ea.  $2 ; Miss  Susan 
White,  S1.50;  W.  Cansy,  Q.  C. 
Black,  Mrs.  Black,  Mrs.  Mary 
Anderson,  Rev.  N.  S.  Dickey, 

Dea.  Hubbard,  ea.  $1 

Highland— John  Chipron,  Rev. 
Lewis  Mulliot,  ea.  $5;  Emole 
Chipron,  $3  ; Mrs.  Louise  Jac- 
caria,  Mrs.  N.  Thorpe,  Mrs.  V. 
Mitchell,  A.  Mojonnier,  ea.  $2; 

Rev.  J.  Mettlemaun,  $1 

Mendota— Rev.  John  G.  Ade 

Andover — Coll.  Ev.  Lutb.  Ch., 
$19.51;  Matthew  Erson,  $2; 
Rev.  W.  Boltenstorn,  $1 


16  50 

22  00 
1 00 

22  51 


62  01 
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New  Hampshire — Hancock — 
Mrs.  Anna  Tuttle,  to  Jan.  1, 


1875  

Louisiana — Homer — Rev. 

Geo. 

Lewis,  to  July  1, 1874 

Tenn  essee — Philadelphia— 

-Solo- 

mon  Bogart,  James  Nelson, 

ea.  $1,  to  Jan.  1, 1875 
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